
Start Filemaker

1. Start 
Filemaker.

2. Click Create 
a new empty file..

3. Click OK.

Plan your Database

1. Divide your data into categories. For a book review, possible 
categories are book title, author, publisher, reviews, rating, and 
maybe other books that are similar.

2. Analyze your data and the categories to determine which ones are 
the best for your book review database. You may add even new 
categories like recommended or not.

3. Customize the look of your database on how you want it to look in 
the final layout. Below is a plan for the layout for the database.

4. Narrow by reducing all your planning into a skeleton of a living 
database where you keep the important items and discard the rest. 
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Filemaker 5.0 is a database program that allows you to have multiple relationships and publish to 
the Web. For this guide, you will learn the basics of Filemaker by creating a database on book 
reviews.  Information contained in a database file may be organized according to specific criteria, 
and reports can be viewed and printed in a variety of formats. By the end of this guide, you will be 
able to plan your database, create fields including a pop-up menu, design a new layout, insert an 
image, enter records, and view, sort, and find records in your new book review database.
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Create a 
Book Review 

Learn about databases using Filemaker 5.0

What is a database? You 
can store information in a 
database and view, sort, 
and retrieve the information 
in various ways.

• Field: place to store 
different kinds of data.

• Record: a collection of  
fields about the data.

• File: a collection of 
records on a topic.

• Layouts allow you to view 
data in different ways.

Reference!

Tip!

Reference!

Before you start, it is a 
good idea to plan what you 
want in your database.

Book Review Database

Title
Author

Description

Reviewer

Rating
1
2
3
4

Before you start creating 
databases and different 
layouts for your book review, 
you might want to review 
using draw tools. In the 
layout mode, each object is 
similar to a draw object.


